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FABLES COMPANY, INCORPORATED 
TINY TOTS COiflCS, INCORPORATED 
225 Lafayette Street 
New York, New York 

SEDITION 

INT WML SECURITY - C 



Department of the Army, has advised that since 



?sj^ December f§51 the Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence, 
i&lt ^ a9 received comic books from various commands throughout the 
* United States and overseas* These comic books have been 
published at 350 Fifth Avenue, NewSfork City and at $35 
Lafayette Street, New York Cityh/lwou will observe that your % 
investigation captioned "'Man/Comic Book Published By N*»*~ 
stand Publishers, Incorporated, 350 Fifth Avenue, Hem York, 
Neu> York, Sedition," your file 14-363, has previously furnished 
information concerning conic books published at 350 Tifth 
Avenue and the persons responsible for them, y^) u- 

G~3 has advised that a review of the contents of these 
comic books reveals that some of the material is detrimental 
to the morale of combat soldiers and emphasises the horrers, 
hardships and futility of war* These comic books portray the 
seemingly needless sacrifices due to blunders on the part of 
officers and demonstrate the lack of protection to the United 
States forces against the trickery of the enemy. $-2 considers 
,these publications subversive because they tend to discredit 
jthe army and undermine troon morale by presenting a picture of 



'at 



\>-iir CO 

army ana unaermme zroon morale oy presenting a pii 
^< thc inevitability of personal disaster in combat. (&/(o) 




With respect to the conic books published at 225 
Lafayette Street, l f ew York City, C-2 advises it has observed 
the following comic books reportedly published- thpret J 

(1) "T®o~Fi3ted Tales" publishes} by^F&Les 
Publishing Company, Incorporated! 2£§ Lafayette 
Street, New York City. jOtJ ) t s ~^ 

(2) "Frontline Combat" published tby Tii$ Tots 
Comics, Incorporated, 225 Lafayette Street, 
New York City. ^)(*\(/) 
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Uarvey Kurttman is listed as the editor of both of 
thmse publi cations and the name a of Willi an M* Gaines and 
b/c I \ are also mentioned as affiliated witiK&hpsej 

publications, t&fy^ '"^#4$ 

It is requested that you institute an immediate 
investigation to ascertain the names of the incorporators 
and officers of Tables Company, Incorporated and Tiny Tots 
Comics, Incorporated, 225 Lafayette Street, New York City, 
and the persons dirsotly responsible for the publication and 
distribution of the comic books together with background infer* 
nation which might be of assistance in determining the true 
purposes of the publications* It is also requested that an 
effort be made to determine the method of distributing the 
publications, whether they are sold at newsstands, by 
subscription or are sent free of charge without any request 
therefor on the part of the recipients. It is also desired 
that you furnish information concerning the dissemination of 
these publications and advise whether an effort is made to 
reach any certain class of persons by this dissemination 
such as those having obligations under the Universal Military 
Training and Service Act or members of the Arme<± Forces, If 
you receive information that any members of the Armed forces 
have received caplea of these conic books it is requested 
that you furnish the names, addresses and military status of 
such persons. [7O 

The Bureau has not previously received copies of the 
comic books published at 225 Lafayette Street, New fork City, 
and if possible two copies of these publications should be 
obtained and forwarded to the Bureau* Upon the completion 
of your investigation the facts concerning the dissemination 
of these comic books will be presented to the Department of 
Justice for its opinion concerning possible violation of the 
Sedition Statutes, (H) 
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Assistant Attorney General Janes U* Melnerney 
Criminal Division 



April 39, 1953 
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Heferenoe ie made to your memorandum of January Id, 
1932* entitled "'Van, * Comic Book Published by He** stand 

Bow 
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Publications, Incorporated* 350 fifth Avenue, new fork 1, 
fork, Sedition, Internal Security - C," four reference 14 
23-new, DfO* $)q()C») 

0~2, Department of the Army, hae advised that since 
December 1951 the Assistant Chief of Staff, G~2, Intelligence, 
hae received comic bock* from various commando throughout the 
United St at 99 and overseas* These comic books have been 
published at 350 fifth Avenue and 225 Lafayette Street, tfeu 
Tork City* Tou mill observe that those published at 350 
fifth Avenue, 8ev Tork City, are the comic books concerned in 
the referenced investigation* With respect to the comic books 
published at 225 Lafayette Street, New Tork City, 0-2 advises 
that it has observed the following comic books reportedly 
published th0r99 (^(^C^(O s ) 

(1) "Ttoo~Tisted Tales'* published by fables 
Publishing Company, Incorporated, 225 Lafayette 
Street, $ew fork City* 

(2) "frontline Combat" published by Tiny Tots 
Comics, Incorporated, 225 Lafayette Street*, . 

new fork! City, (ty S 

Tfarvey Kurtxmn is listed as the editor- of %oth 
of these publications and the names of William U* Gain*s ~ohd 
_hre also mentioned as affiliates) *>i±h thQ$£ ■£ 
Tons* teWV.A ^ c\ ^ - 
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0-2, Department of the Army, hasiadvise'd that a <&vieto 

' these comic books reveaTsHhay .some of ttejty^j 
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material ie detrimental to t'he^]*br*Xo §f combat soldiers and 
emphasised the horror*, hards htps and futility of war. These 
comic boo Ma portray the seemingly noodle* 9 sacrifices due to 
blunders on the part of officers and demonstrate the lacs .of 
protection to the United States forces against the trickery 
of the enemy, <?-# considers these publications subversive 
because they tend to discredit the army and undermine troop 
morale by presenting a picture of the inevitability of personal 
disaster in combat m 

An investigation is being instituted to ascertain 
the names of the incorporators and officers of the rabies 
Company, Incorporated and Tiny Tots Cornice, Incorporated $ and 
the persons responsible for the publication and distribution 
of these comic books along the lines suggested in the referenced 
memorandum* Tou will be furnished the results of this invest i~ 
gation as soon as available, (li) 
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Date; 



To, 



April 29, 1952 _ 

CONFIDBiTIAL 

Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2 ' >> 
T)e part merit of the Army 
The Pentagon 
Washington 25, D* C* 

Attention: Chief, Security Division 
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Declassify 
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Subject t 



John Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
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[Reference ia made to your memorandum of April P, 
1952. concerning comtc books considered possibly subversive 
which are reportedly published at 350 Tifth AJUfWf Sew Tork 
City, and 225 Lafayette Street, Hem Tork cttvAOOror ttour 

information the reports of Special Agent \ | b'/c 

of this Bureau, made at New Tork, Hew Tork, dated January 
29, 1952, and Tebruary 8, 1952, entitled w 9 Man, > Comic Book 
Published bv Newsstand Publications, Incorporated, 350 fifth 
Avenue, New Tork 1, New Tork, Sedition, Internal Security - 
C M * which were furnished to your office on April 6, 1952, 
contained information concerning the comic books published at 
350 Fifth Avenue m New To rk City* These reports reflect that 

"| are the officers of the publications 
published at this acaress. The facts concerning the publi- 
cation and distribution of these comic books are under 
consideration by the Department of Justice to ffatejrmine if 
they involve a violation of the Sedition S$atujjpsf[(L] 
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Investigation is being instituted concerning Fables 
Company, Incorporated and Tiny Tots Comics, Jj^cftr pirated, 
225 Lafayette Street, Mew York, New fork, mentioned in your 
referenced letter to determine the nature of tftes subpublications 
and the persons responsible for them. Tou will bejyurnished 
the results of this investigation when available * i^j J 
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mie comic books "Two-Fisted Tales", Dec ^' 
published by the Fables Publishing W»J 



published by Lne raoies mDiisfting 
Co,, Inc. and "Frontline Combat", 
published by Tiny Tots Comics, 
located at 225 Lafayette Street, 
NYC, have been reported as contain- 
ing material which is detrimental 
to the morale of combat soldiers 
and ernphasizss the horrors, hardships 
and futility of war. The owners nf 
these pa blicatl ong are [ I 



WIL LIAM M. GAI 
Investigati 



that HARVEY KURTZMA _ 
instant publications 
information on the 
set out. NY informant 
these individuals o 

- P - 




reflects 
editor of 
ground 
ivi duals 
ve on 





DETAILS; 




This investigation was predigategtjMag Infor 
received from Confidential Informant I I 
government agency, who advised that since 



j December, 1951 it has received comic books from various commands 

b2 (Vj 



APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED 



'Sp-kcial Aaurr i 

IN CHARQE I 



DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 



COPIES QF THIS REPORT 



5 - Bureau { 100-3837ij-7 ) (Enjcs. V ^ 
3 - New York (li^-366) I k*t , 



PROPERTY OF FBI -THIS CONF 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED 




^TIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
& U 1 goyehhhent mm\ 

SECURITY INFORMA T "T^rTTl TT VI D U Jj J 



NY 11] -366 ' A 

throughout the United States and overseas . Some of these comic 
books have been published at 225 Lafayette Street, New York City 



Confidential Inf or man 1 1_| advised that a review of the ^2 
contents of these comic books reveals that some of the material 
is detrimental to the morale of the combat soldiers and emphasizes 
the horrors, hardships and futility of war. These comic books 
portray the seemingly needless sacrifices due to blunders on 
the part of officers and demonstrate the lack of protection to 
thft Hni t.ftd States forces against the trickery of the enemy* 
I I cons iders these publications subversive because they tend 
to discredit the Army and undermine troop morale by presenting 
a picture of the inevitability of personal disaster In combat. fltX / 

Confidential Informant l l advised that the following \y0 
comic bopks have been published at 225 Lafayette Street, New York 

i "Two-Fisted Tales" published by Fables Publishing CompanyAjft 

\ „ "Frontline Combat" publisned by Tiny Tots, Inc. CfC){o^ 

On May 12, 195^, Confidential Informant ) | of known 
reliability, made available the following information from b' 
an application for a second class mail permit dated July 27, 
1950: (It) 

This application reflected that the former title of 
the publication "Two-Fisted Teles" was "Haunt of Fear"* The 
title of this application was cnanged on July 27, 1950 to Its 
present caption* "Two-Fisted Tales 1 ' is printed bimonthly and 
published by thfe Fables Publishing Company, Inc., 225 Lafayette 
qf,T*fifth Wftw Vn+ir ntv. Thfi hi cm at; tit* p on this application was 



b2 



that of 



b' 



Frdra a similar type of application dated August 22, 
1950 It reflected that "Two-Fisted Tales", a bimonthly publication 
published by the Fables Publisning Company, Inc., 225 Lafayette 
Street, flew York City, has the following owners and principal 
stockholders: 



| "| (<K) b?c 

This publication printed 352,000 copies of Vofume 1, 
#18, issue dated November-December, 1950. The application 
reflected that 350>000 copies were consigned to news agents 
at 5i cents. ttt\ 



i 4 f v 



NY 1J+-366 

In a letter dated August 21, 1950, thgVLe ader Mews 
rnm^ n y Tnr . national distributor of magazine sy lUj- de.sk I|7th 
Street, New Tork City, confirmed agreement to purchase 350,000 
copies of the November-De cember X1950 issue of "Two-Fisted Tales". 
This letter was signed by | | [lt)^ n 

On May 12, 1952, Confidential Informant | | made available 
the following information from an application for a second class 
nail permit dated February 27, 195 Is 

The comic book "Frontline Combat", published by Tiny 
Tots Comics, Inc., 225 Lafayette Street, jn&w York City, sets 
out as owners and principal stockholders Vne following: (t£^ 



J. K. C-AINSS 
WILLIAM JU GAINES 




ELAINE B. GAINES - c *i~~ 



This publication printed 351,000 copies of Volume 1, 
#1, July-August, 1951 issue. The application reflects that 
350,000 copies of this publication were consigned to news agents 
at Sk cents. ^ OC) 

In a letter dated February 5, 1951 the Leader Mews 
Company, Inc., national distributor of magazines, 111). East it 7th 
Street, New York City, confirmed agreement to purchase 350,000 
copies of "Frontline Comb at «#1 dated July-Augu st. 1951. This 
letter was signed by | | (VL) b7r . 

A review of these (publications reflects that WILLIAIj 
i'j. GAINiSS is Xanaging Editor and HARVEY KURTZMN is Editor, 

Confidential Informant ! | of known reliability, b2 

furnished the following information on the Fables Publishing b7 

Company, Inc. and Tiny Tots Comics, Inc., both of 225 Lafayet^L 
Street, New York City: {%J 

The above corporations were reported to have been 
chartered under New York laws since j-iarch, 19i|2 . The present 
officers were elected In September, 19^7, after the death of {HQ 



m 



b2 

b7C 

b7D 



NY Ik -3^6 

MAX GAINES, former President and Treasurer, end include: f^Jt} 

JESSIE P. GAINES, President and Treasurer ~J 

WILLIAM tf. GAIwES, Vice-President Y [2l) 

ELAINE B. GAINES, Secretary _J 

The present officejgfii are all members of the family 
of the former President, Sfr OpAINSS. [g] 

Confident x5T * "ITj^r t lan 1 1 I advised that/ 




Confidential Informant I I stated that *ILLIAH M. GAINES 
b2 was born in 1922 in the United States. He had assisted his father, 
b7D the former MAX GAINES, in this line of business, 

Confidential Informant! ladvised that I 



b2 I 

b7C \{1L 

b7D 




Confidential Informant l I stated that the present 
f these publications also hold similar positions in 
b7D the f ollowin^corporations: (Jt) 

C. Publishing Company, Inc. 
Educational Comics, Inc. 

Botn are located at 225 Lafayette Street, i^ew York City^Jt) 

The following information was ootained from^the issue 
of w Two-Fisted Tales" , Volume 1, #28, July-August, 1952: (Jt) 

It reflected that HARVEY KURTZilAN was born In New York 
City on October 3, 1921^. He attended the High School of Music * 
and Art and Cooper Union for two years. It also 3tated that {JJC/ 



NY Hi-366 




KTJHT2MAN was in the United States Army^ This publication also 
notes that KURTZMAN 1 S wife is ADSLE <alid that they presently 
reside at 11^1 Broadway, New ^rorg"~Ci t y . j 

The New York indices reflected no information on 
the following: (Ji) 




Two copies each of the comic books "Two-Listed Tales", 
July-August, 1952 issue, and "Frontline Combat", July-August, 1952 
issue, are enclosed for the Bureau. ^2L^ 

ENCLOSURES TO BUREAU (li) 

Two photostatic copies of the comic book "Two-Fisted Tales", 
published by Pable3 Company, Inc., July-August, 195^ issue, 
Volume 1, #28* ^) 

Two photostatic copies of the comic book "Frontline Combat", 
published by Tiny Tots Comics, Inc., July-August, 1952 
issue, Volume 1, #7. {j/tSj 
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furnished 



14./29/52 



Department of 
Army, Washington, 
D. C. 



1 



5/12/5; 



] General 



Post Office, 
New York City 



8/17/51 



LEADS 



Pile 
number 
where 
located 



l\/Z9/52 Director, lU-366-lfjA 

FBI ' 



b7C 



5/12/52 SAP "I NY li^-366 



5/15/52 saI 



T 



] NY li|.-366j 
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NEW YORK 

At New York, New York 

Will develop all available background information on 
the Individuals connected with these publications, (TL^j 

Will discreetly determine the method of distribution 
of these publications from the Leader News Company, national 
distributor o f ' magazines, lllj Last U?th Street 9 New York City. J 



REFERENCE 



Bureau Letter to New York, 



X 

- 6 - 



Aeal stent Attorney General Jemea H* Jtolnerney 

Criminal Division June 18, 1952 



b'/C [ 



rabies company 
Tiny $s>ts. Incorporated 
225 Lafayette street 
lav York* Kaw York 

SEDITION 

INTERNAL SECURITY * 



iy» Incorporated 1 



Reference ia made to my memorandum of April 29, 
1952 i concerning the ooaio books eamnating from Z2% Lafayette 
Street, New York City* 

There ia ana loaod ona qody of the investigative 
rep-rt of Sfceoial A&ent l I datod June k$ 1952, b 

at Haw York, Hew York* Also enclosed are ona copy of the 
JUly~AUguet 1952 is sua of "Two^Fieted Tales" and ona oopy 
of the July-August iaau© of "Front Una Combat • n 

Additional investigation ia being conducted to 
develop available background information condemning the 
Individuals connected with these publication* and to deter- 
mine the method of distribution of the publications by 
the Leader News Company, national distributors of magazines, 
114 £&st Wth Street, Hew York City* You will be furnished 
the results of this additional investigation as soon as 
available • 
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Date! 



June 16, 1952 



To: 



feel ten 

Cligg 

|mw 



From? 



Assistant Chief of Staff, 0-2 
Department of the Army 
The Pentagon 
Washington 2$, D* C* 

Attentions Chief, Security Division 

John Ed~ar Hoover, Director 
F#6>^ • Bureau of Investigation 



Subject t [ 



~*y~V<r:*a company 



□ at 
Jlnoo 



— ■oC.iny Tots, Incorporated 
^S£25 UTayatte: Street 
Rev York, Haw Tork 

SIDITIOR 

TKTEHUAI* SECURITY - C 



al b7C 
rporated 




Reference la made 'td your memorandum of April 8, 
oaptloned "Coiate Books Considered Possibly Subversive* 
A * *-* n 29, 1952, captioned * Comic Books 



1952, 

and My meaorandua of April 



Considered Possibly Subversive, Information Concerning 

Share is encl osed one copy of the investigative 
report of Special Agent I dated June 4, 1952, b 

at Hew York, lew Tork, reflecting the investigation coo- 
duoted to date concerning the comic hooka *3MQ*Ftatad Talea* 
and '•Frontline Coabat* pobllahad at 225 I** ayette Street, 
Ifev York City* Additional investigation is being oonduoted 
and you will be furnished the results thereof aa ijoon 
available* 
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ROUTING SLIP FD-4 

(2-1 7) 

Date 12/9 19 **> 

Memo To: Director, FBI . . 

SAG (100-38371^7) Title: J 1 b' 

ASAC El AL 

Supervisor 



.Agent SEDITION; IS-C 

.Steno 

.Clerk 



Chief Clerk NY File No, 1 14-* 366 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
ACTION DESIRED HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



-Assign to Open Case#>^fj/ 

.Acknowledge Prepare assignment, cards 

.Bring File Prepare Tickler 

.Call Me Reassign to 3f&&X>(£y 

_See Me Recharge serials ^JSH 

-Correct Search and Return ' 

.Delinquent Send serials 

.Expedite to 

.File Submit new charge-out 

.Leads need attention Submit report by 



Type 

Return Serials 

Unde veloped leads in your d istrict awaiting attention. 

Rerep SA l I 8/28/52* New York, in 

the above-captioned matter. b7r 

Reference is made to pages 1, 2, and 3 of rerep 
wherein records of the Selective Service System 
were inadvertently set out without the benefit of 
a T symbol. Attached are five copies of amended 
report. It is requested that they be inserted in 
the Bureau file. The New York Office has changed 
its copies of rerep accordingly^^/ V \3e^Ux^. 

g.A.C. LELANDV. BOARDMHjg ^ 
Encs. (5) Office ~^ew York ^ 

WWP:EJC \ ^ / 

(In intra office use return this with notation as tto/jfo'tion 



taken or explanation.) 
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8/28/52 
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6/3,5, 19 > 23, 
^0; 7/28; 8/13, 



: 22/52 
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SEDITION 
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Confidential Informant advises that 
Leader News Co ( , NYC, distributee 
subject comic books directly to news 
dealers throughout the US, Honolulu 
and the Philippine Islands in bulk. 
\A #e stated there is no personal 
v \o/ mailln £ list or subscription list 




(-1 



emanating from the Leader News Co. 
* V A ^\A11 writing, editing and art work 



is 



V 



$one at subject firm r s offices at 
2%5 Lafayette St. and the pricing 
is \completed at the Clameni^Co., 
Buf£flo, N ew York. SelWfti ve Service 
rtfs of [ T set 



1 



} 



re co 

No recN^rc* at Selective 
subjectAWILLIAM M.^QAU 



b'7C 



for sub c t"s""a^ HSS I , B( 
Credit Bureau records 



forth. 

ervice for 
Si No record 
or NYOPD 

■lent 




5-a 



1 Board o 



Elections records on subje< 



is records on suojea 
no registration at [ 
_\ Confidential Inf 



IE 



Informants 



familiar witrh Communist activity in 
NYC advise^ subjects are unknown to 
them.fU)/ \ 

DECI*ASSIFIED BY_ 




(5 y ~ Bureau ( 100-38^7 W 
3 - New York (14^366) 



-THIS CONFI^TML REPORT AMD ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO 'woii JHE FBI AND ARF HOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUT? 
3ANED. 



PROPERTY OF FBI 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED, 



SECURITY ^MJPQRIflraaQMmB gOJiBiGDENT IA i> 



NY 14-366 



Informant l [ of unknown relia- 
sed that the Leader News Company, 



DETAILS: Confidential 

bility, advise< 
114 East 47th Street, New York City, is the 
b2 distributor of "Two-Fisted Tales" and "Frontline 
b7D Combat", comic books published by Educational 
Comics at 225 Lafayette Street, New York City. 

I I stated that the writing, editing and art work is done at 

225 Lafayette Street, A copy is then forwarded to the 

Clement Company, Buffalo, New York, which prints the books, (it) 

I I further advised that the books are distributed 
by Leader News Company to all news dealers in the United 
States and also to Honolulu and the Philippine Islands in bulk b: 
lots. The books are sold on consignment and t hose that are b' 
not sold are returned to Leader News Company. I | stated that 
these books are best sellers and very few of them are returned. 
The Informant further advised that the Leader News Company 
does not handle any personal subscriptions and, if this Is 
done, it Is handled through 225 Lafayette Street,^) 

The Informant stated that about 300,000 copies are 
handled each month for each comic book and added tthat a^aew 



book entitled "Mad" is due to Qome out in Septembe 
printing of 400,000 copies 



to c< 

• CM 




The Informant state d that WILLIAM GAINE^ is the 
owner of Educational Comi cs and | | (whose time name 

the Informant believes is | | is tne General Manager. 

Th e records of the Select ive Service System, as 
reviewed by SE I I under the Selectiv e 

Service Act of T?4U reflect that I I 



b7C 



P 

1 
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7 



b' 



The records of the Selective Service System 
failed to reflect any record for subject WILLIAM M. GAINES, (jj^ 

The records of the Bureau of Special Services and 
Investigation, Bureau of Criminal Identificati on and t.h»_ w»« 
York Citv Police Department, as reviewed by SaI I 

" " " " -lie. 



b' 



ivr* ux^y ronce Department, as reviewed by SA 
I | reflected no record for the subjects. [jjQ" 

Records of .the Board of Elections . Citv of Ne w 
York. Borough of Manhattan, as r eviewed\bv sref 
I I r&fiani-ari no record for 



\V as reviewed by SE [ 



New York City. (76/ 



Re c o rds of the Credit v, 



b7C 



eau o^f Greater New York, 
reflect that in a report 




dated December 14, i^bi\ 

_ I no further* inf^af^. TrfQ o n?tr1 1n 

the report. (1JL) 



b7C 



Confidential Informantsf 

Si 



all of known reliability, who are i'amiliar with 



and 



Communist activities in the New York City area, advised that 
the subjects were unknown to them. (*U/) 



b2 

hi: 
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INFORMANTS 



ADMINISTRATIVE 



Identity 
of Source 



Date of Activity Agent to 

and/or Description Date Whom 
of Information Received Furnished 



File No. 

and 
Location 



b2 
b7C 

b7D 



b2 
b7: 



NYC. 



LEAD 

NEW YORK 



8/22/52 



6/19/52 
6/19/52 
6/19/52 
6/19/52 
6/19/52 



8/22/52 



6/19/5^ 
6/19/52 
6/19/52 
6/19/52 
6/19/52 



b7C 



b7C 



Instant 
report 



Instant 
report 

Instant 
report 

Instant 
report 

Instant 
report 

Instant 
report 



At New York, New York 

Will continue to develop all available background 
information on the individuals connected with subject publi- 
cations . 
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ADMINISTRATIVE (continued) 



REFERENCE 



Report of SA 



]<VV52, 



New York 

b7C 



- 5 - 



Assistant Attorney General Charlss 5* Murray 

Criminal Division September 16, 1959 



Director, TBI 



b7C 



E 



~| et al*, 
FABLES COMPANY, INC. , 

QTTNY TOTS, INC. 
225 Lafayette Street 
I'ev York, Veut York 
SEDITION 

INTERNAL SECURITY « q 

ft£C(I)RD£D - 9 rBI f ile ioo-3®374?~ k> 



DECLASS 



BY 



,4 S 



/-/» 



£t . Reference is made to my memorandum of June 18, 1952, 

on tne captioned matter* 

There is enclosed for your further consideration 
one cop y of the investigative report of Special Agents 



T 



\dated August 2d* 1952, at New York, New York 9 entitled 

l et al., Sedition, Internal Security - C.'* 

It 19 requested that you advise whether or not 
you feel the facts developed constitute a violation of the 
Sedition Statutes and if further investigation is warrantedm 



ram I 



NT 



COMM — FR1 
MAILED 24 



6 8 SErtJSBt" ,B, * , " > -«<»BBUL- 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 



NEW YORK 



PC/EJC 



t-< AmJt 



7^ 



^7^ 



MPORTMAMAT 

NSW YORK 



DATH WHEN 
MAOC 

8/28/52 



PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 

6/3,5,19,23,30, 
7/28:8/13.22/5 2 



b7C 
ET AX 



REPORT MADE BY 



b7 



CHARACTER OF CASE 

SEDITION 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS) 



Confidential informant advises that 
Leader News Company, NYC, distributes 
subject comic books directly to news 
dealers throughout the US, Honolulu, 
and the Philippine I a lands in bulk. 
He stated there is no personal 
mailing list or subscription list 
. lf emanating from the Leader News 
J /^rtdl^ Company. All writing, editing, 
/ q%\ and art work is done at subject 



V V 1/ 



r 



b2 

b7C 

b7D 



firm's offices at 225 Lafayette 
Street, NYC, and the printing is 
completed at the Clement Company, 
Buffalo, NY. Information prov ided 
by Confidential Informant |_ I set 
forth. No record for subjects 
at BSSI, BCI of NYC PP. Credit 




Rut»p>ru -records reflect I 



1 



I [W. Board of 

Elections records on sub jftctX 
reflect no registration at| 



\ 



| Confidential informants 
familiar with Communist activities 
in NYC advised subjects are unknown 
to them. 




APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED! 



DECLASJ 
ON Jfcli 



•'A 



•nCUL A9BKT 

IN CHAROE 



A/> copies ortoi|s;*EpoRT 

^/#ur*aji 1 100-38371^7 ) 
3 New York (1I4.-366) 



(RM)j 



; IN THESE SPACES 



7 ? - / 



19St 



PROPERTY OF FBI— THIS C0Nf\A 
A6EKCY TO W^ttJLQAIiED. /Y 



NTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED 
f " "fa u » *ovf*(i»EHT mi nt in a oFFict 



t 



FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 



JTT IJ4.-366 



DETAILS: 

a * , ^ Confidential Info man t f I of unknown reliability, 
advised tnat the Leader News Company, 111+ East k7 Street, 
New York City, is the distributor of "Two-Fisted Tales" and Y0 

frontline Combat," comic books published by Edu£a£ional 
Comics at 225 Lafayette Street, New York City, re stated b7D 
that the writing, editing, and art work is done at 225 
Lafayette Street, A copy is then forwarded to the Clement 
Company, Buffalo, New York, which prints the books. fa) 

I I further advised that the books are distributed 
by Leader News Company to all news dealers In the United 
States, and also to Honolulu and the Philippine Islands, In 
bulk lots. The books are sold on consignment and those that b? 
are not sold are returned to Leader News Company. V_} stated h 
that these books are best sellers and very few of them are 
returned. The informant further advised that the Leader News 
Company does not handle any personal subscriptions, and, if 
this is done, it is handled through 225 Lafayette Street. 

The informant stated that about 300,000 copies are 
handled each month for each comic book, and added that a new 
book entitled "Mad" is due to come out in September with a 
printing of 1+00,000 copies. fa) 

The informant stated that WITJ.TAM GAINES is the 
owner of Educational Comics_^and r l (whose true name ™ 

the informant believes is | | is the general manager. (JJl) 

Confidential Inf ormant I | of known reliability, 

fadvised in 19ii2 that 

b2 
b7C 
Ud7D 
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L 



b2 
b7i 



Confidential Informant ! I advised that he had no 
b7D knowledge of WILLIAM M. GAINES. \IL ) 

The records of the Bureau of Special Services and 
Investigation and the Bureau of Criminal" Identific ation. 
New York City Police Department, as reviewed by SA| I 
| | reflected no record for the subjects. 

Hecords of the Board of Elections, Citv of N^w 
York, Bor ough of Manhattan, as raii 

I IraflflfthflH no record fori I b7C 

I | New York City. (U) 1 1 

Hecords of the Crarilt Bur^n c f Greater New York, 
as reviewed by SBl H^fU^ that in » report 

dated December Ik, J.9bl« I — 1 



b7C 



b7C 



\ flo further lnf oym« tA nn w«q HqI-.^ ^ 

the report, ^(JU ) 



Confidential Informants ! I 



b2 



all of known reliability, who are I'amiliar with Communist b D 

activities in the New York City area, advised that the subjects 
were unknown to them. CiL) 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 



INFORMANTS 



Identity 
of Source 



Date of Activity Agent 
and/or Description Date to Whom 

of Information Received Furnished 



File Number 

Where 

Located 



NYC 



Selective 

Service 

System 



8/22/52 



Backgro und info rma- 
tion rel I 

I ' b7C 



6/19/52 

6/19/52 
6/19/52 
6/19/52 
6/19/52 



6/19/52 
6/19/52 
6/19/52 
6/19/52 
6/19/52 



b7C 

Instant 
report 



] Instant 

report b7C 



Instant 
report 



Instant 
report 

Instant b' 
report 



Instant 
report 



Instant 
report 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd.) 

LEAD 

NEW YORK 

At New York, New York 

Will continue to develop all available background 
information on the individuals connected with subject publica- 
tions. 

REFERENCE 

Report of SA | | New York, 6/V52. 

b7C 
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100-38374? 



\ 



blC 



-Dote/ 
To? 



Tromi 



September 16, 1962 

A&sirtant Chief of Staff, G-3 
Department of the Army 
The Pentagon 
Washington 25, £• Cm 

Attention: Chief, Security Division 

(par Hoover, Director 
frm m £iw eat* o/ Inyffstipati on 



/ 








Subject: X 



j et al», 



.FABLES COUPA0T, IMC* , 
TIV7 TOTS, IXC* 
225 Lafayette Street 
Hsml Xork, New York 

SKDITIOX 

INTERNAL S ECaR ITT - C 



ALL INfOfitfATlCN CONTAINED 

Reference is made to my memorandum of June 16, 1952, 
in the captioned matter* 

There is enclosed for your informa tion one co 
of the investigative report of Special Aoeni l 
I | dated Augus t 26, 1952, at h'ew fork, New fork* ^ ^ ^ 




et alt, Sedition, Internal /Se cur itUp- C."f) 



39 



RWC:rdm 



LSEP 18 1952 



.so i5 



< 

CO 



XT 

cs 



MleboL*_ 

Cl»BS 

Ulavin l 
mvtbv 



.*0 



Laugh llr_ 
T*l* Rid 



a 



— ^ 




f J | t\g A-. 

5 V '% p *r 



66 SEP 29 1952 



Office ^Aetnorandum • united states government 



TO 

FROM 
SUBJECT: 



Director, FBI ( 100-3^37^7) \ 
SAC, New York (14-3661 



b7C 



[ 



_1 



SEDITION 

INTERNAL SECURITY 



DATE. 9/29/52 



et al 




b/c F ' nfiln9flri hflinft ^^ are five copies of New York report 

by SA| I dated 9/29/52 in the above captioned 

matter* 

It will be noted that in a letter from WPO tjg.ro ) 
NY, 11/5A5, in the case ent itled JSODAC, NYC, IS-Rlffew York 
report 100-2lj-954> the fo llow ing information was supolied 
by Confidential Informant ! | whose identity is known to the 
Bureau, This letter stateTthat due to the highly confident 
nature of the informant's services, the contents of the 
*\etter must not under any circumstances be disclosed to any 
>erson outside the Bureau* 

\ 



b2 
b7 



It will be further noted thatf 



] (W) 




b7C 



f > Inasmuch as the WPO advised extreme caution be 

' ) exercised regarding the identity of Confidential Informant 
fc \J I I this information was not included in the details of the 
pnolosed report. 



b 7 D 



RECORDED - 36 , ^ ^ _g 



'to* 



REGISTERS MAIL Hp p 

^ T - r r"' ^TION CONTAINER 
FjJC"iVr ^CLASSIFIED 1 

E^criT LiiiKi; shown , , ' / 

67 0CT211952" ' ' 




hl'D 



Letter to Director , W - j x \ 

Also attached atre^ilie lfldllowlng comic books receiv ed b _ 

NYC, who requested that hia.^f&^e bjp kept conf Idential« [cbj 

^T^ontline Combat" January-February, 1953 issue, 
published by Tiny Tots Comics, Inc., 225 Lafayette 
Street, NYC (JjJ) 

^\fMO Pisted Tales" September-October, 1952 issue, 
published 'by Fables Publishing Company, Inc., 225 
Lafayette Street, NYC • {2L) 

^Wd" October-November, 1952 issue, oublished by v 
Educational Comics, Inc., 225 Lafayette Street, NYC ( (Ajj 

The comic book entitled n Maa H was referred to in 
New York report of SA l | dated August 28, b ?C 

1952 in the above captioned matter and was believed at that 
time to deal with the horrors of war. [%) 

No further investigation will be conducted in this 
case pending a decision by the Department of Justice as to 
whether these comic books constitute a violation of the 
Sedition statutes, unless otherwise advised by the Bureau. Q (JU 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 



INFORMANT 



Date of Activity Agent who File 

Identity of or description Date received information Number 

Source of information Received where 

— . located 



b2 

b7C 

b7D 



9/9/52 9/9/52 



Instant 
Pile 



b r 



LEAD 

NEW YORK : 

At New York j New York: 

Will await the opinion of the Department of 
Justice as to whether these comic books cunstitue a vio- 
lation of the Sedition statutes. 



REFERENCE: New York report of SA 



] 3/28/52, 



- k - 



b7C 



SAC* Hew York <ll$.-366) October 13, 1952 

Director, FBI (100-363747) -J^ 

5C> INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



. Raferanflft i« made to ttie report of Special Agent 

| |made at Now York dated August 28, 1952« 

> 

Taere are enclosed for your information two copies 
of a jnexnorandua fr om ttxe Criminal Siy -laio^ Department of 
b?c Justice, captioned | l et al«, Fables Company, 

Inc., Tiny Teta, Inc., d& LaTayette Street, New York, New 
York, ^edition, Internal Security - C, M relating to thia 
matter* 

Encloalxre 



ALL IKFORMATCN CONTAINED 



RWCrdhm 



flO!K)l._ 

■»n»nt_ 

C 

01* In 

Btttw 

IOHD 

Tracy 



a»ndi_ 



T7 



■joaaarr 

(A| 0CT131962 



Mm 



'A 



.CUHXTT INTORUATIQN wyjjit* - 



Assistant Attorney General Charles B, Hurray 

Crtntnal Vision <*to^r 14, 1952 



Director, FBI 

z Q 

, A I et al 

w tables company* inc. 
winy tots, Inc. ~ — 

325 Lafayette Street 
Sew York , few Tor* 

SEDITION 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



OH 




b7C 



[ 



Seferenoe is made to my memorandum of September 
16, 1952, in the captioned matter* 

There is enclosed for your further consideration 
one conit tit th/t i nvestigative report of Special Agt 

York, 



entitled I 



ToX*on j 

B»lwmt_ 



Olivin 

Btrbo 

Tr»ej 

l*ughlln_ 
Weh r 

Nallcwn 



Security - £ # 



jj»u#a*iffatli/e report of Special Agent 
ldn±atL^S£Sktember 29, 1952, at New Yoy~, 
| et alf Sedition? Internal 



RECORDED - 66 



137 



SECURITY INFORMATION 



SSBSHF 




RWCsrepshes^ 



£ Mar 



"VCVFilTY IN T OH MAT I OM HHMtf- 



(add 

H.etia-,1 

Cltgg 

aiAvtn 

Btrbo 

iwmui. 

hr 



Dat&t 
Tot 



from? 

Subject t J 



b7C 



October 24, 1953 fi 

k / £> ^ 

Department of the Army 

The pentagon i 
Washington 35, Dm Cm *■ (3 ' 

Attention t Chief, Security Division " i 

John Sdgar Hoover, Director ^ 
federal Bureau of Investigation , , 



I et oi 

FABLES CQMPANT, ItfC* 



®TIl?r TOTS, INC\ 
835 Zafayette Street 
tfew fork, Mem Tor* 

MDlrTosf 

IXTr.RKAL SBCmiTT - C 



DECLAS 
ON 



[ED 



Reference is made to my memorandum of September 
16, 1953, in the captioned matter* 

There is enclosed for your further consideration 

one conu of the inuesttocttue report of Special AgefBt ^ 

I \dated Sept ember 39, 1953, at Mew loNu 

entitled | \ et ci/ Sedition ; Internal ^ 

Security *• Cm n 

REC QW>B>-<* 

RWt; rep:hes 



,0011161352 
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VTANDAKD FORM NO 64 




Memorandum • united states government 

Director, FBI (100-383714-7) X DATE: 3/10/53 



FROM 



SUBJECT: 



SA 



b'7C 



lew York (li^-366) 
l et al 



SEDITION 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



ALL TflFOJ 

HER? T rT T ' 



Reference is made to a letti^ to the Bureau from 
CHARLEiS B. MURRAY, Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division 
dated 10/7/52 which states that the eomic Books publishea by 
subject Corporation were being considered with comic books 
published at 350 5th Avenue, New York City for violation of the 
sedition statute* ()^X/) 

By letter dated 1/13/53 to the Bureau from CHARLES B. 
MUPRAY, Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division captioned 
'VAN" comic book> Published by .Newsstand Publications Inc., 

Sedition; Internal Security - C; Burea u file lU-2656, the 

Department advised that prosecution of I I 



J cannot be 



b'7C 



undertaken undef^the Sedition statutes, Tttfc*. letter further 
requested investigation of nine individuals who are believed to 
be artists end writers for "MAN" comic books . Q&Jy) 

It is requested that the Bureau ascertain from the 
Department whether or not the subject comic cooks were considered 



along with "MAN" comics or whether they were separately examined 
and If so what conclusions It has come to concerning the subject 



CLASSIFIED^ m&Oi' 
DECUSSIFWNT25TP 




y. 



1 - Hew York. II4.-363 



WDfXfO-88 



MAR 12 1953 




I* 



WWP:MSK 




j 



b'7C 



ALL IHFOKU 

vr* - ' mow} 



Tolson 

L«dtt 

Nichols _ 
Belmont — 

Cleg* 

dlavin — 
Harhe 

Ro«rn 

Tracy 

Lnughlifi . 
Mohr 



■imcrrowd 

Tele Rm 

Hollonnn 

Candy 



SAC, Hew York (1^*366) 
Director, FBI (10O-3*37U7) 



^F^ENTIAL 



March 2k, 1953 



1 *t al 



SKDITIGH 



J. 



Raurlet dated HtMh X0 f 1953» (^J 




*Eho Criminal Division, Department of Justice, 
as reflected In its memorandum of 0« tober 7» 1952, la 
conducting a comparative study of the comic books o on- 
earned In the captioned investigation with those 
Involved In the Investigation entitled "'Man* Comic 
Book Published by Newsstand Public at 1 ons , Inc* , sedition* 
Internal eourity - C»" your file 14-363 • No determination, 
therefore, will be made by the Department concerning the 
captioned comio books until the investigation requested 
by your of flee In Bureau letter to the Assistant Attorney 
General, Criminal Division, Department of Justice, dated 
January 27, 19$3» captioned 11 'Man* Comic Book Published 
by newsstand Publicationa, Inc., Sedition* Internal 
Security • C, w haa been completed. OJyO 5 ) 

The results of the additional investigation 
requested in the above-mentioned letter to the Criminal 
Division dated January 27* 19f>3# should be furnished as 
soon as possible In order that these two matters may be 
brought to a logical conclusion* (#0 




Z oo - Hew York file 14-363 

1# rOKT AIMED 

; T 7LED EXCEPT 
HV*'U35. 



Classified 
Dscla 



c - Bufile 




\ 



OB Q;p*Jj% ..... - - - 



■r 



CCMM ~ FBI 

Mar 2 b itS3 

MAILED 28 



,1 p 
P 1 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Form No. 1 

This case originated at 



CONFij^TIAL 



NEW YORK 



TJD 



REPORT MADE AT 



NEW YORK 



DATE WHEN 
MADE 



PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 



12/30/53 12/22/53 



REPORT MADS BY 



b'7C 



CHARACTER OF CASE 



b7C 



1st Al 



SYNOPSIS OF FACT*^-; V^. 



BY ffl^ r ^ 



SEDITION 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



HERE I NvY u:;:iASSIFIED 



Departraa»rof Justices advised on 12/9/53 that a re^etf of 
reports and comic books in instant matter does not disclose 
that the subjects of the investigation had the required 
specific intent towards the acts prescribed by law and 
that in the absence of proof beyond a reasonable doubt of 
such specific intent on their part prosecution under the 
sedition statute is not warranted* O^OC^} 

DECLASS IFY 




m 



DETAILS 



At New York> New York 




r 



DESTROYED 

ft A \/ 1 K \£fv& 



The DepsTtBrent of Justice advised on December 9, 
1953 that 30 comic b ooks which were published in 
iq<? Kg H| companies | ~| 



l were studied ana analysed by the 
uriminai Ul vision In conjunction with Bur«n» r>«pnr+.m which b 
were submitted concerning! [ as well as the 



editor of the 
whose stories 



comic books, and numerous other individuals 
and illustrations appeared in the comic books* 



The Department stated that this review has 
failed to disclose any evidence that the subject* of the 
investigation had the required specific intent towar 
acts prescribed by Section 2387 and 2388 of Title 18 



the f 



2ZS 



APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED 



Special. Agent 
in Charsk 



DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPAdjh 




COPIES OF THIS REPORT 



5/« Bureau ( 100«*3837l|7 ) (Rtf) 
3 m New York (lif-366) 



COPY 



t ,. PROPfiRfiY$|F W-THt« 
VWfMCY TO iVHICH iOAN ED. 



Hi AND ITS CONTE 



BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 



U S SOVIRNHENT rSIHTIW O^CE 16 — 



NY llf-366 



In the absence of proof beyond a reasonable doubt 
of such specific intent on their part, the Department advised 
that prosecution under the sedition statute is not warranted. 
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REFERENCE: Report of SA | ~| 12/2/53, New York. 

Department letter to the Bureau, 12/9/53 • 
Bureau letter to New York, 12/15/53. ^^t) 



- 3 - 



Assistant Attorney Qenera3 Warren Olney III 

Criminal Division January 7, 195^ 



Director, FBI 



J I et al 

^FABLES COMPANY INCORPORATED 
OTI^IY TOTS I'TCOR^ORATDD 
SEDITION 

INTERNAL SECTfRITY - C 
Yotir Reference 146-28-2203, DFG 
FBI File 100-3837*+7 



ALL INFORMATION CONTMNtD 
DATE 



Reference is made to the memorandum from the 
Criminal Division dated October 7, 19?2. 



It is requested that yon advise whether the 
facts in this matter constitute a violation of the 
Sedition statutes. 

2cc - New York 



RWC : nnv 



l r A 



ToLaoa — 

Udd 

Nichols- 
Belaont . 
C1*M — 
GUnn — 
H»rbt> — 



Rosea - 
Tr«cy _ 
Ge»rty 
Hoar — 



HolloMa 

Ui«* Gaudy _ 



JAN- 7 1354 

MAILED 19 



Tiatetrowd — 

Tele JLoom- OK"^ 
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STANDARD FORM NO 64 



Office NLei - idutn • united government 




Director, FBI (100-3837U7) 
SAC, New York (lh-366) 



DATE. 1/18/& 



SUBJECT: [ 



] 



et al 



b' 



FABLES COMPANY, INCORPORATED 
TINT TOTS COMICS, INCORPORATED***! 
SEDITION 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



Classed 

Rebulet to Department, 1/1/ \%) 




Referenced letter requested that the Department advise whether the 
facts in this matter constitute a violation of the sedition statute. 

A Department letter to the Bureau dated 10/7/52 advised that the captioned 
comic books were being considered ^pfeethpr with numerous otte r comic books 
published at 350 5th Avenue, New Tork City, and that a comparative study was being 
made of all tha comic books submitted* 

It is noted that the comic books published at 350 5th Avenue > New York City, 
refer to the investigation in New York file ll*-360, Bufile 11-2856 captioned, 
"MAN" COMIC BOOK PUBLISHED BY NEWSSTAND PUBLICATIONS, INC*, 270 PARK AVENUE, NEW 
YORK 17, N.Y.« SEDITION INTERNAL SECURITY - C. fJJL) 

December 9$ 1953 the Department advised that a review of comic books 
in reports sijhjmitted reflected tha t prosecution under the sedition statute was not 
warrante<fl$RjFtArae assumed by the New York Office that this opinion included the 
comic books in captione d matter and theref ore, a closing report was submitted on 
December 30, 1953 by SA | | at New York, reflecting the decision of 

the Department* _, 7 

In the event the Department desires further investigation in this matter, 
this case will be reopened* Until such time as a decision is rendered by the 
Department, the New York Office will continue to keep the plpitdned matter in a 
closed status UACB« £2t) 
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/ Th3 current issue of "Playboy" magazine includes a 

comic strip entitled "Little Annie Fanny" written by a Harvey Kurtzman 
and Will Elder. The "plot" of the story relates to the kidnaping in 
Nevada of a nuclear physicist by foreign spies. A squad of FBI Agents 
led by "The Chief" (obviously referring to the Director) investigates the 
kidnaping with the help of "Little Annie Fanny. " (Pages 201 - 205) QL) 

This highly satirical strip attempts to poke fun at the 
Director and the Bureau's well-established reputation for loyalty, 
patriotism and high moral behavior. Its ridiculous exaggerations 
indirectly compliment the character and ideals of the FBI. Typical of 
the "college humor" tone of irreverence so flagrant m this article 
is the gross disrespect shown for the American flag. 

Recognizing the notoriously low caliber of the whole 
"Playboy" publication and its staff, this attempt to belittle the Bureau 
can m effect be considered an unintended compliment. (20 
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extremely graphic scenes of battle and horrors of war, and depicted the 
behavior of U. S. military personnel as so brutal and blood thirsty that 
they appeared to border upon sedition. Results of a Bureau investigation 
at that time were referred to the Department which decided that while 
the stories "appeared to be unnecessarily graphic m depicting battle 
scenes and the horrors of war, they could not be construed as advising 
counseling or urging insubordination, disloyaiy^jnutiny or refusal 
or caty by any member of t^yf^^j^ffi^ 1 Vjfa^^^S "of the U. S. . . " 

j ^& j ffiaffift g inquiry regarding £ Zt) 
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failed to indicate any direct involvement in subversive 
put did reflect that| 
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previously noted, the author of the "Little Annie Fannv" stritTTn " Playboy/ r 
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Buhles failed to contain infor 
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mation identifiable with[ 
_P^ s ed upon available 



background information. 

The balance of the May issue of tr Playboy" contains 
numerous photographs and sketches of nude or semi-nude women but no 
other pertinent references to the Director or the FBI. (JJl ) 

In new of the known hostility and well-established low 
character of this publication, there would appear to be no advantage to the 
Bureau m protesting the "Little Annie Fanny" column m "Playboy" 
magazine, any acknowledgement from the Bureau merely conveying an 
air of dignity which is completely nonexistent with this publication. (Tl^j 
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